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Your Korean language lessons are in capable hands

The Busan Foundation for Interna-
tional Cooperation (BFIC) does its
utmost to assist foreigners living in
the city. In addition to its “Life in
Busan™ guidebook, it is running a
Korean class for those who wish to

learn the local Ianguage. Hong
Minjeong is an instructor teaching
Korean to those wishing to improve
their language skills and hoping to
pass the Test of Proficiency in Korean
(TOPIK).

2.
A_ Hello, 'm Hong Minjeong,
e and Ive been a Korean in-
structor at the BFIC for six years

Greetings! Tell us a little
about yourself!

g Culture Corner

now. I'm in charge of the basic com-
munication class called “Ga”, and I
teach students hoping to pass the
TOPIK.

Tell us about the classes.

Korean classes have been operating
since the BFIC was established in
2006. Since the BFIC aims to help
foreigners settle in Busan, we only
teach basic Korean conversation, be-
cause we want to help foreigners
adjust to Korean life quickly and
easily. About 500 foreigners take the
class annually, and weve been run-
ning non—contact courses through an
online system we developed last year.

Things change in the summer,
though. In the summer, we combine
Korean language with culture. So, in
addition to speaking, we also go over
K-Dramas, movies and folk tales. We
try to do new things every year, so
we're planning on doing something
else with non-contact this year.

Do you have difficulty teaching dif-
ferent nationalities?

I don’t have any difficulty. I prefer
to have classes with people from all
over the world. If they're from the
same place, then that gives them
more chances to speak their own
language, which can make them lose
focus. Also, it's nice to learn about
different cultures through writing or
presentations. A lot of housewives
participate, some of whom are mar-

riage immigrants or who came with
their husbands. I am so happy when I
see my multicultural students have
lunch together after class, exchange
recipes for Korean food with each
other and invite each other over to
their homes.

What do your students talk to you
about?

Their difficulties and their lives.
They say dialects are hard to
understand, even though they can
speak during class. But, some have
told me it’s a little easier to under-
stand the dialect from Seoul. They
also let me know about their favorite
Korean restaurants and tell me where
I can get the best food from their
countries. They also teach me some
of their languages! 1 can say “hello”
and “thank you” in about 10 lan-
guages now!

Busan Museum opens ox exhibition in honor of new year

With every lunar new year comes a
new animal and color. Such is the
Korean tradition, and 2021 is the
year of the white ox.

To celebrate the new year, an ex-
hibition has opened at the Busan
Museum, and it will continue to op-
erate until March 31.

The exhibition will provide audi-
ences of all ages with artwork,
folklore, proverbs and educational
resources pertaining to oxen and

Korea's history with the animal.
Children and their parents can learn
about great figures who were also
born in the year of the ox and will
learn much about the Chinese zodiac,
from where Korea's lunar calendar
derives.

The exhibition is free, and
reservations are available online on a
first—come—first—serve basis. Up to 22
visitors are allowed at once for an
hour. The exhibition may be changed,

postponed or canceled due to the
ongoing pandemic.

It’s said that those born in the year
of the ox Oxen are honest, subtle and
never seek praise or attention. Those
born in the year of the ox are also
said to make good leaders.

e How to get there: Daeyeon Sta-
tion (metro line 2), exit 3. Walk
about 10 minutes to UN intersection.
e Hours: 9 am. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday.

Hong Minjeong runs Korean language classes at the BFIC.

Is there anything youd like to say to
those thinking of taking your class?

Students don’t always know about
my classes, even though they've been
here for a year or more, and that
makes me sad, because it can really
make people’s lives better here! Also,
our classes are open to all foreigners
who live in Busan. Classes are free,
but you need to pay for your
textbook.

We've learned a lot about running
classes online the last several months,
so we'll be even better at it this year.
We're also aiming to begin online
classes over the weekend, which
would be new and a little different
from our usual Korean classes. If
you're new to the country or have
been here for many years or just
want a new hobby, visit our website
at bfickr if you're interested in a
great Korean class!
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Busan Museum

2021 is the year of the white ox.

No need for travel when Dokdo comes to you

With travel difficult to come by
these days, one thing we can do is
bring the destinations to us. Without
the ability to travel to Korea's beau-
tiful Dokdo Islands, we are thankfully
able to enjoy them right here in
town. A special exhibition named
“Four Seasons of Dokdo, Korea” will
display the islets stunning land-
scapes at the Busan National Science
Museum until March 28.

The exhibition will showcase 120
pictures throughout the four seasons

on Dokdo. Everything from Dokdo’s
foliage to the gulls and canola flow-
ers that live and grow there will be
on display. A live feed of Dokdo can
also be seen, and visitors of all ages
will have the chance to read books
and engage in arts and crafts related
to this faraway jewel of South Korea.

The exhibition will run on the first
floor in the Kim Jinjae Hall for free.
It operates four times a day (10 a.m.,
noon, 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.). Due to so-
cial distancing, only 50 visitors may

be present at a time and only for up
to 90 minutes. Reservations may be
made on site or via the museum’s
website at sciport.or.kr. The event
may be changed or canceled, depend-
ing on the COVID-19 situation.

* How to get there: Osiria Station
(Donghae line), exit 1. Cross the
street, and take bus 185. Get off at
Busan National Museum stop.
*Hours: 9:30 am. to 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Sunday. Last entry is
at 4:30 p.m.

Busan National Science Museum

A Dokdo event runs until March 28.



