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Prevalence of Toxocara spp Eggs contained

at Soil of Public Playgrounds and Parksin Busan area
Kyung-Tee Chung' | Jam-Hwan Kim_ Gang-Rok Lee and Dong-Soo Lee

Veterinarv Service Laboratory

Abstract

In order to survey the prevaence of Toxocara spp eggs at public playgrounds and parks in Busan area, 460 soil samples
were collected from 117 public playgrounds and parks during January to December in 2005. The 2 kinds of Toxocara spp
eggs were isolated from soil samples. They were detected in 7 samples including 6 occasions of T. canis and 1 occasion of
T. cati eggs from 5 sites (1.52%). The detection rates of public parks and gpartment playgrounds were 1.25% and 1.67%,
respectively. The Toxocara spp eggs of soil were mostly detected in the spring and summer but they were not detected in

other seasons.
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Table 1. Monthly changes in detection of Toxocara spp eggs
Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total(%)
No. of examined 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 30 30 460
No. of positive 2 3 1 1 71.52)

Table 2. Prevalence of Toxocara spp eggs in playground soil according to the area

Area Apartment playground Public park area
No. of examined 300 160
No. of positive 5 2
Detective rate (%) 1.67 1.25
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Table 3. Prevalence of various Toxocara spp eggs in the sampling sites

. . Spe cies
Sampling sites Total (%)
T. canis T. cati
Apartment play ground 4 1 5(71.4)
Public park area 2 — 2 (28.6)
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